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of many biochemists, the descriptions of various results, frequently compared with those obtained by other 
methods, including crystallography, will be of considerable value to all those engaged in research on enzyme 
reaction mechanisms. 
Each chapter in this volume is preceded by a detailed list of contents which, together with the subject 
index, facilitates its accessibility even to the non-specialist. It should, however, be noted that literature 
references for all the reviews terminate somewhere in 1985, a price we unfortunately pay for the rapid pro- 
gress of current research. The volume contains useful Cumulative Author and Subject Indexes to Vols. 1-59 
inclusive. 
David Shugar 
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This volume collects together approximately 70 nals, so it is difficult to envisage what the future of 
papers that were given at a symposium with the a volume such as this will be. The wealth of detail 
same title, held in Portoroz, Yugoslavia, in that it contains will make it an invaluable source 
September 1985. In addition to about 30 chapters book which those in the field will not want to be 
on the enzymes themselves, many of which have without. But then, most of them are likely to have 
been known and reasonably well characterised for participated in the symposium itself and so will 
a number of years, much of the book is devoted, already have a copy. Those with only a casual in- 
rightly, to consideration of the more recently terest will presumably be content with the more re- 
elucidated naturally-occurring inhibitors of cys- cent publications in regular journals and will find 
teine proteinases, the cystatins. To the uninitiated, little incentive to invest in this volume. At the listed 
the proteins of this superfamily present a bewilder- price, it would seem an expensive purchase, 
ing confusion of terminologies, but the volume is although it does provide a companion volume to 
prefaced by a multi-authored chapter which in- stand alongside previously issued volumes by the 
troduces the now-accepted nomenclature detailing same publishers on ‘Aspartic Proteinases and 
the three protein families of the superfamily. Con- Their Inhibitors’ and ‘Proteinases in Inflammation 
sideration is also included of the significance of and Tumour Invasion’. With the current global ex- 
these inhibitors in medical conditions such as in- plosion of interest in matters proteolytic, libraries 
flammation, sciatica and cancer. may be well advised to continue on with the series. 
However, much of the material in many of the 
chapters has since been published in learned jour- John Kay 
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